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�  U.S. Surgeon General, Richard Carmona, released 

results from a comprehensive study completed by his 
office which concludes that there is no risk-free level 
of exposure to secondhand smoke and that the only 
way to completely protect nonsmokers is to eliminate 
smoking indoors. 

�  According to the Surgeon General’s report, 
nonsmokers exposed to secondhand smoke at home 
or work, increase their risk of developing heart 
disease by 25 to 30 percent and lung cancer by 20 
to30 percent. 

�  Protect the Children.  The Surgeon General states that secondhand smoke is a 
known cause of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS), respiratory problems, ear 
infections and asthma attacks in children.	
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�  People will still go to restaurants and bars if they’re smokefree.  80% of Michigan voters 

would go to restaurants “more often” or “just as often” if they became smokefree, according to 
a statewide poll conducted in March 2005.  

�  Creates Revenue and Jobs.  Studies conducted in New York, Massachusetts, California, 
Florida and the other smokefree states indicate revenue and jobs are created after smokefree 
laws are adopted.  In the first year after a smokefree law was enacted in New York City, 
10,600 hospitality jobs were created and business tax receipts from bars and restaurants 
increased by 8.7%. 

�  Saves Money.  Businesses spend up to $158 billion annually in direct costs associated with 
smoking, including higher health, life, and fire insurance premiums; higher worker 
absenteeism; lower work productivity; and higher workers' compensation rates.  

�  Increases Tourism Dollars.  Several large health organizations have adopted a smokefree 
meeting policy, stating that they only host meetings in smokefree cities or states. 
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�  Protect Restaurant and Bar Patrons. Air quality testing in the restaurants and bars 

of eight Michigan cities revealed air deemed “unhealthy” by the EPA.  Air is deemed 
unhealthy due to fine particulate matter found in the air as a result of burning 
cigarettes. 

�  Air tested in Novi, Saginaw and Grand Rapids+ was deemed “very unhealthy” by the 
EPA. 

�  Protect Michigan Workers. Exposure to unhealthy air among restaurant and bar 
employees and patrons can cause or contribute to heart and lung disease and is 

especially dangerous for elderly people and children.  Exposure to secondhand smoke increases children’s risk of SIDS, 
respiratory infections, ear problems, and asthma, and increases adults’ risk of asthma as well. 

 Please support House Bill 4163 and Senate Bills 109  and 110 

“The scientific evidence is 
now indisputable: 

secondhand smoke is not a 
mere annoyance. It is a 

serious health hazard  that 
can lead to disease and 

premature death in children 
and nonsmoking adults,” said 

U.S. Surgeon General 
Richard H. Carmona .  

 
 



* As of February 2007 
+ Grand Rapids air quality was tested before smokefree laws were created 
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�  Secondhand Smoke Kills.  Smoke causes heart, lung and cancer diseases.  About 50,000 

nonsmokers die each year from secondhand smoke, including nearly 3,000 in Michigan.  

�  Secondhand Smoke is a Serious Workplace Health Hazard.  Countless people labor every day in 
workplaces where secondhand smoke is common.  Food service workers are 50% more likely to develop 
lung cancer than others, because they are exposed to secondhand smoke on the job. 

�  Smokefree Laws Work.  A study in Pueblo, CO 
showed that a year and half after the city had created 
smokefree workplaces, including restaurants and 
bars, there was a nearly 30 percent decrease in heart 
attacks in Pueblo.  A similar study was conducted in 
Helena, MT in 2003, after a six month smokefree 
restaurant trial, there were 50 percent fewer heart 
attacks reported.  When the law was overturned, the 
number of residents admitted to the hospital for heart 
attacks increased. 
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�  $3.80 billion = Annual smoking-caused productivity losses in Michigan 

�  $3.40 billion = Annual health care costs in Michigan directly caused by 
smoking.  

�  $1 billion = Annual health care costs to Michigan’s Medicaid program directly caused by smoking.  

�  $637 = Annual state and federal tax burden to each Michigan household from smoking-caused government expenditures.  
 

Key Results from Poll Conducted in March 2005 
 
Seating Area Request at Restaurant Last Time Visited Likelihood of Patronizing Restaurants Typically 

Visited if They were Completely Smokefree 
 

Don't Know
1%First Available

13%

Smoking
8%

Non-Smoking
78%

   

Don't Know
5%Not At All Likely

9%

Less Likely
7%

Just As Likely
31%

More Likely
48%
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�  Striving for a Smokefree Michigan.  There are several Smokefree counties in Michigan that ensure smokefree workplaces 
including Alger, Antrim, Berrien, Charlevoix, Chippewa, Emmet, Genesee, Ingham, Lenawee, Mackinac, Marquette, Midland, 
Ostego, Saginaw, Schoolcraft, Washtenaw and Wayne counties.  Due to preemption laws, counties in Michigan can create 
smokefree workplaces except for restaurants and bars. 

�  Smokefree around the Globe.  26 states including Ohio, Louisiana, New York, Florida 
and California have chosen to protect the lives of its residents by becoming smokefree,  
Washington D.C. has also adopted smokefree policies.  Ireland, Spain, Italy, New 
Zealand and Puerto Rico have created smokefree workplaces for its citizens.* For a 
complete list of smokefree states and the status of prospective smokefree states, visit 
www.MakeMIAirSmokefree.org.   

Savings are as clear 
as smokefree air…  

Lower heal th insurance costs 
for Michigan business 

 
Lower Medicaid spending for 

chronic d isease treatment 
 

Lower mortal i ty rates for 
Michigan workers 

 
 

 

 

http://www.makemiairsmokefree.org/

